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o-one’s complaining about 
the wealth of fine-dining 
options and must-see sights 
in the Cape Winelands, 

but there’s an art to knowing when, and 
precisely where, to kick back and take  
a breather. Ask those in the know about 
whether Paarl’s centre will ever acquire 
the tourist-magnet status of Franschhoek 
and Stellenbosch, and you’ll find that 
opinions are mixed: on the topic of 
whether this would be desirable as well 
as whether it’s likely to ever happen. 
Residents aren’t troubled that no 
discussion of their town’s tourism seems to 
take place without a mention of its nearby 
neighbours: hardly the road less travelled, 

000MONTH 2018  HOUSEANDGARDEN.CO.ZA

TRAVEL

T
E

X
T

: 
C

A
Y

L
E

IG
H

 B
R

IG
H

T
; 

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

S
: 

P
A

A
R

L 
V

IS
IT

O
R

S
 I

N
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
, 

S
U

P
P

L
IE

D

A Walk on the Mild Side

N

The search for a languid Winelands’ escape should 
turn up some hidden gems and a pearl, too

the city’s main street is the longest in 
South Africa and described with civic 
pride as ‘a working street’ as it facilitates 
the viticultural process and smells richly of 
grapes throughout the season. 

If the only architecture you associate 
with Paarl is the Taal Monument – and yes, 
you must visit this grandiose meeting of 
linguistic evolution and ardent nationalism 
– then take some time to wander the town 
on foot. Whether with a tour guide or  
a map, you’ll uncover a layered and deeply 
political history of Cape Dutch, Victorian 
and Art Deco architecture, as well as 
everything in-between, caught in the 
Anglo-Afrikaans struggle for dominance of 
the last few centuries.

CHURCH SQUARE IS AN 
EXAMPLE OF THE CAPE DUTCH 

ARCHITECTURE FOUND 
THROUGHOUT PAARL

A VIEW OF PAARL 
ROCK FROM THE 
AVONDALE VINEYARDS

POLO AT 
VAL DE VIE
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Where to Stay 
The Light House Boutique Suites provides a level of luxury that facilitates 
complete relaxation: the guesthouse’s well-appointed suites each have  
a unique decor style but have been created with comfort front-of-mind. 
Positioned just a little way above Paarl’s Main Road, its location is easily 
accessible yet secluded thanks to the foliage that surrounds the pool and 
garden area where you’ll while away the hours on days when the summer 
weather reaches levels that preclude any other activity. Breakfasts and lavish 
high teas are served in the comfort of the lounge, but you’re likely to want to 
spend evenings in the library, which is stocked with glossy volumes focused on 
art, design and culture. If you are inclined to venture out of your newfound 
comfort zone, recommendations and arrangements will be enthusiastically 
made to enable you to explore and enjoy the region. 8 thelighthouse.co.za

Where to Eat
Coffee shops and casual dining options are 
scattered along the Main Road to provide 
fuel for your explorations, and Noop 
(8 noop.co.za) is an often-recommended 
option that lives up to its reputation for 
tasty, innovative menu items. 

For a long lunch or cosy dinner  
featuring exceptional flavours, head  
to Faber restaurant at Avondale  
(8 avondalewine.co.za). The venue’s 
country-style charm belies sophisticated 
presentation and menu planning by chef 
Dale Stevens, adding up to dishes proven to 
impress the most jaded of city diners. The 
organic ingredients – grown on-site or 
sourced locally – don’t hurt, either. If you’re 
in the mood for celebration, wine tasting or 
acquisition, the estate’s Armilla Blanc de 
Blanc is pleasantly toasty, set to bring 
warmth and sparkle to any occasion.

FABER AT AVONDALE

FABER AT AVONDALE

BEDFORD MANOR SUITE 
AT THE LIGHT HOUSE 

BOUTIQUE SUITES

THE LIGHT HOUSE 
BOUTIQUE SUITES
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process, taste and buy spirits made in 
limited, experimental quantities, and even 
blend your own gin.

Looking for a mixer for your newest gin 
acquisition? Barker and Quin (8 barker
andquin.co.za) is a tonic water produced 
in the region from mountain spring water. 
For a floral flavour that’s enjoyable as is, try 
the pink bottle: its contents are made with 
natural hibiscus, honeybush and real quinine.

For an outing the whole family will enjoy, 
head to the Alpaca Loom Coffee Shop and 
Weaving Studio (8 alpacas.co.za) situated 
just outside Paarl. Take a tour of the facilities, 
watch as they weave a variety of items on-site 
and make sure you feed these furry creatures. 
n Paarl Visitors Information Centre 
8 paarlonline.com

Produced in Paarl 
South Africa’s most-awarded private 
distillery was started in 1995 when  
a German restaurateur and visitor to the 
country was stunned to learn that no grappa 
was produced locally despite the abundance 
of high-quality fruit. Wilderer (8 wilderer.
co.za) was soon in business and has become 
something of a Paarl institution – with 
Pappa Grappa restaurant providing 
laid-back jazz brunches on Sundays and 
serving up all manner of German-inspired 
tastes. Fuelled by the recent boom in the 
gin market, the distillery is expanding but 
grappa remains at its heart. In the tasting 
room, you can learn about the distillation 

ALPACAS AT THE 
ALPACA LOOM

FABER INTERIOR

TORING 
CHURCH

WILDERER


